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Cultivating Graduate Students’ Academic Literacy in the
World-class Universities

——A Case Study of the Training of Doctoral Students at the Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge

YU Ji, SHI Xiaofei
( Faculty of Education, Universily of Cambridge, Cambridge CB2 8PQ, UK)

Abstract ; Focusing on the core concept of academic literacy training, taking as an example the training of
doctoral students at the Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge, the study employs narrative inquiry and
content analysis in order to clarify the concept, components and cultivating path of academic literacy, providing
some references to construct the world—class universities in China. The results are as follows: (1) Academic
literacycan refer to researchers’ overall strength of doing research, that is, their academic competency. (2 ) Doc-
toral students’ academic literacy at such world—class universities as the University of Cambridge consists of two
aspects; basic qualities and core elements. Basic qualities include intellectual curiosity, passion, and the spirit
for self-initiative and independence to carry out the research project. Core elements consist of thinking, know—
ledge and skills. (3) The training system of doctoral students at such world—class universities as the University of
Cambridge involves multiple parties, each of which is allocated clear, specific responsibilities. The system lays
particular emphasis on the spirit for self—initiative and independence of doctoral students. Curriculum moreover is
set highly consistent with the training objectives, and it should be carried out step by step, combing the point and
surface.

Key words ; world-class universities; academic literacy; cultivating path; curriculum setting
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