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The Regional Gap of Access to China Higher Education and Its Change
YANG Jiang-hua
(Department of Sociology, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening-up, the regional gap of access to higher educa-
tion reduced gradually; while the regional gap of acquiring high-quality higher education dif-
fered significantly, showing Beijing, Tianjin and Shanghai held all the cards, the ethnic areas
had comparative advantages, and the middle provinces lagged behind relatively. In recent
years, such situation solidified progressively. It resulted from the unbalanced distribution of
education resource and the favorable enrollment policies for the ethnic areas. The future poli-
cy for higher education balanced development should focus on the middle collapse. It should
make the higher education enrollment policy based on population distribution and regional
balance, with restricting the enrollment ratio of the state key universities in their regions.
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