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Women’s Day Celebration in the Rear

Area during the Anti-Japanese War
REN Zu-feng

( Department of Modem History, Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: During the Anti-Japanese War, Women’s Day was not only the social time for women, but
also the special field which aroused women to participate in the war. The main purpose of the festival
celebration was focused on the interests and liberation of women, while it added mobilization and responsibility
aspects. In order to achieve the purpose of the festival celebration, the National Government vigorously
popularized Women’s Day in grassroots society. Many women participated in national salvation work. In their
views, supporting the war was also a favorable opportunity for women’s liberation. In the promotion process,
Women’s Day played a big role in social education. It conveyed a modern political and social philosophy to the
people by the memorial ceremony and symbols, and provided recreational activities to the people.

Keywords: Women’s Day; memorial ritual;  social mobilization;  public education ;

recreational activities
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