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The Coinage of the Term “Female PhD”:

A Study of the Evolution of a Gender Visual Image
Sun Lin

Abstract: As a visual image, “Female PhD” has been through a long process of evolution. At the beginning, the
term “Female PhD” as a signifier signifies a general group of people. It is then incorporated into the topic production of
narrative in words and will finally visualized by TV reality shows. A visual image that is strongly characterized by its
gender connotation is then made. The stiff image of “Female PhD” shows that conspiracy between outdated gender cul-
tural psychology and mass culture. Even its further development cannot escape the imagination of male. While we are
looking at the advantages of mass media discourse, we need to know the falsehood of this image.

Key Words: Female PhD; Mass Culture; Gender; Visual Image
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