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Title . Identity and Representation—— Reading Art Spiegelman’s Maus

ABSTRACT . Art Spiegelman, an American Jewish cartoonist, writer, and the
special Pulitzer Prize winner, in his masterpiece Maus skillfully applies the artistic
technique of representation, using images of the cat, the mouse and the pig to represent
respectively the German Nazis, the Jews and the ethnic Poles during the Second World
War, reconstructing their identity and vividly depicting their characteristics. This essay
explores how the author, by adopting the images of the animals, avoids the negative
influences of the former Survivor identity and manages to redefine the identity of the Jews
as well as the German Nazis and the ethnic Poles, so as to reveal the artistic and thought-
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provoking features and values of Maus.
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