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ZHAO Tong, Types of sound change in the history of the Chinese language

In the history of the Chinese language, in addition to the two types of sound change supported
respectively by the Neogrammarians and the theory of lexical diffusion, i.e., phonetically gradual but
lexically abrupt change, and phonetically abrupt but lexically gradual change, two more types are
attested, that is, gradual change on both phonetic and lexical level, and abrupt change on both
phonetic and lexical level. According to the results of sound changes, it is believed that pure split is
usually phonetically gradual while merger is probably phonetically abrupt. Near-merger is probably the
transition from phonetically gradual change to merger.
Key Words: history of the Chinese language, sound change, gradual change, abrupt change, split,

merger

AKITANI Hiroyuki, NOHARA Masaki, The rounded-vowel hypothesis in Old Chinese and Min
dialects

The rounded-vowel hypothesis, first proposed by Sergej Jaxontov (1960), is one of the basic
studies on the reconstruction of the six-vowel system in Old Chinese. Modern Min dialects still preserve
the distinction between unrounded vowels and rounded vowels. This article examines the words ° qudn
B, Cfan [Ufon B, Cfé $5/fa 22 and ¢ gud /gud BE, hé R’ in Min dialects to support the
hypothesis and shows that the most archaic phonological stratum of Min dialects possibly dates back to
the period as early as the 3™ century BCE.
Key Words: Old Chinese, rounded-vowel hypothesis, Min dialects, phonological stratum

XING Xiangdong, MA Mengling, Lexical tone of Northwest Mandarin and its relation with
citation tone and tone sandhi

Lexical tone in this paper refers to the tone which occurs in the words or phrases of two or more
syllables, and which cannot be inferred from the sandhi of citation tones in Northwestern Chinese
dialects. Lexical tone is closely connected with the citation tone and the tone sandhi; however, the
latter two are on the phonological level, while lexical tone is related to morphology and syntax. Five
features of lexical tone are illustrated, including that it has limited types, presents fixed forms,
exhibits conformity between high/low pitch and long/short or stressed/unstressed syllables, shows initial
syllable controlling, and has earlier stratum than its corresponding citation tones and tone sandhi. Two

methods are proposed to distinguish the three concepts above. On account of the situation in Northwest
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