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The Word “Hand” of Miao-Yao(#% #¢) and Related Problems

JIN Li-xin
(School of Humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou Zhejiang 325035, China)

Abstract: There are many phonetic forms of word “hand” in all languages or dialects of Miao-Yao( % #%).

These forms each other cannot constitute phonetic correspondence. In accordance with the standard of cognate
words, we are unable to determine these forms have a common origin. In the cutting process of polysyllabic
words to monosyllabic words, there is not only loss of first syllable but also fusion of syllables. Different
languages have different cutting path. This led to lose the corresponding object and appeared that cognate words
cannot constitute phonetic correspondence. The word ”hand” of Miao-Yao(#% #2) is a typical example.

Key words: Miao-Yao(34 #£); Phonetic correspondence; Syllabic fusion
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