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S TR RZ AT BE R (ED A5 B SRl BIE BN BRIE) , dh 187 A R B4R, AT A il
COR AE A T B AR O s AR AT S S A R HR B TR e S =, AT AR
W TR AR SRR BPSGE A7 5] R — A C-T(m s W& A —4> C-T)
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The DbP derivation and linearization of modern Chinese “De” sentences

YANG Jun, LI Linlin

(School of Foreign Languages, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; This paper attempts to show, assuming EF = mergibility, that in EF-driven Derivation by
Phase of modern Chinese De sentences, De (15 ) , as a functional category, is derivationally necessary, and
that the first predicate verb is linearly adjacent to De (i.e. , no word(s) should appear in-between) , which
explains why De must adhere to V. And we arrive at the conclusion that when pre-De V takes a DP object,
which derivationally constitutes a phase like the vP it proceeds to merge, two phases (i. e., barriers)
appear on the path of C moving to the top of the sentence. As a repair strategy, the whole vP is topicalized ,
that is, remerged above CP so that one of the two barriers (the object DP) can be removed via Chain Modi-
fication just to make the whole derivation linearisable. Pre-De verb doubling, in this case, is forced as the
optimal solution to avoid violation of OCP ( # ee) because there would be two adjacent empty spell-outs if
the lower vP is removed entirely.

Key words; “ De” -sentences ; derivation by phase ; edge feature ;linearization



