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The Relationship of Chinese Modality Coordination and Its Complexity
Ma Qinghua

(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)
Abstract : Modality system is one of the four major markup systems of language, serving for declarative com-
ponents. Modality coordination means a cooperative relationship of two or more modal categories or modal
markers. It is expressed in various forms in marker or marker structure. There are three kinds of modality syn-
ergy components: fusion mark, part-time mark and cross-class mark. All modality synergy relations are the
concentrated embodiment of the complexity of language system. This complexity is also divided into regular
complexity (including conventional complexity, partial complexity) and variable complexity, and the complex-
ity of variation is also seen in governing relations. For example, there is a relatively fixed unidirectional control
sequence in the first level modality, but the number of modality (including frequency, degree and scope) , the
appearance (including the appearance of time, the appearance of place, the psychological appearance, the re-
lationship one, the effect one, aa well as the social appearance, the pattern one , the amplitude one, the
speech one) is poor, and can swim within a certain range and form a variation. In the interval, these super
constrained categories have a base point of distribution in the reference position of the first level modality con-
trol sequence, and the other distributions in the variation interval are the variation points.
Key words : modality system; marking system; coordination; complex; complexity
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