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On the Principles of Co-variation in Language
Ma Qinghua & Yang Fei

Abstract: This paper sets forth the connotation of the language co-variation mechanism for the first time. By
analyzing the co-variation phenomena such as the decline of form and meaning in the process of referentialization,
it theoretically reveals the nature, the operational laws and the basic principles of language co-variation, including
the types of co-variation, hierarchy, serialization, regularization, dissipativeness, the causal connections between
covariant features, and the winding penetration relations, etc. In a word, the paper deepens the study of the
language complex system.

Keywords; co-variation, linkage, stratification, penetration, referentialization



