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Solemnity and Pleasure: On Festivals’ Social Functions in the Pre — Qin Period

DONG Yun - xiang' , WANG Jin - tao®

(1. School of History and Culture, Northeast Normal University;
2. The Institute for Ancient Books Studies, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin, 130012)

Abstract; Festivals in the pre — Qin period, which can be seen rarely as collective activities at that time, could
impose influence on people’ s daily life and mind. Thus the pre — Qin festivals play a unique role in the society by
norms and rituals of these activities. The administrators at all levels managed and civilized people intentionally or
unconsciously by arrangement of time, occasion, ritual of festivals. The research also indicates that there is a tran-
sition on “entertainment object” of the pre — Qin festivals, which is from entertaining gods to entertaining human
beings. The transition that human beings turn into the main body of festival entertainment is in close association
with the conversion of thought and belief system in the Zhou Dynasty. In virtue of regulation of festival dates and
common sacrifice objects, the pre ~ Qin festivals bring people living in the expansive area self - identity with the
Huaxia nationality. The border of the Huaxia nationality is partly defined by the pre — Qin festivals.

Key words: festival; the pre — Qin period; social function
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