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The Evolvement of Prometheus in the History of Western Literature

Pan Guiying

Abstract: Prometheus, the classical image in western literature, is well praised by people for his heroic exploits

of stealing fire for human beings. While in the middle of the twentieth century, Prometheus has become the rep-

resentative of destroyer and challenger of traditional values. It should be emphasized, however, that this kind of

meaning of Prometheus appeared relatively late and was established after a long period of developments. During

“the course of Odysseus’” which has lasted for almost three thousand years, the myth of Prometheus has been

very flexible and has undergone varied and even contradictory interpretations in many occasions.

Key words: Prometheus; the ancient Greek myth; myth prototype
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