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The history, present situation and trend of development

of study on Chinese historical geography

WU Hong—qi
(Shanxi Normal University, Xi an 710062, China)

( Abstract) By looking back the history of study on Chinese historical geography over
2000 years, this paper points out that the subject has experienced obviously three stages the
traditional, the ancient time nearest to the present and the contemporary. The first, the evolu—
tion of Chinese geography was main stream. Second,” geographiz’ prevailed step by step. To—
day,the change of environment in history is being researched. The great achievements of re—
search on contemporary Chinese historical geography have been made in nature, economy, ad—
ministration, population, culture, areas, mapping, the documents, the theory and the general
studies, etc. Many new distinguishing features have emerged during the study in Chinese his—
torical geography within the recent twenty years, particularly in 90s 2 Such as the problem of
sustainable development has been being paid more attention to, synthetic and regional re—
search have been being increasingly thought highly of and branches of this subject have ap—
peared continuously. All these traits will bring about great changes to the theory system of
historical geography.

[Key words] Chinese historical geography; stages of development; present situation of

research; trend of development



