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Yu Heping and the Study of Chinese Modernization
Wu Minchao

Keywords: Yu Heping;chamber of commerce;businessmen’s diplomacy; modernization

Abstract: Yu Heping’s study of Chinese modernization originated from the study of chamber of commerce and the study
of early modernization,and then focused on the investigation of the process of Chinese modernization. Entering the new
century, his study subjects become more abundant,including the study of businessmen’s diplomacy,the study of Zhang
Jian,and the study of modern Chinese economic history. The study subjects that Yu Heping selected are often closely
related to the theme of the times,and for research method, he used the western modernization theory for reference, at
the same time absorbing the social science theories,such as sociology,economics and law.Using the historical facts and
social situation of Chinese modern history to transform the western modernization theory, valuing both empirical and
theoretical study.following a step-by-step approach and pursuing innovation at the same time, Yu Heping successfully
constructed the basic theoretical framework of Chinese modern history. His systematic analysis and summary of Chinese
modernization history is full of deep concern for the development of Chinese modernization, and has exerted an

extensive influence in the academic circles.



